
Parental Responsibility 

Have you been married to 
the child’s mother at the 
time of or after the birth? 

Have you a parental 
responsibility agreement 
with one of the child’s 
parents?

Have you obtained a 
Parental Responsibility order 
from the court?

Is your 
name on the 
child’s Birth 
Certificate? 

Was the 
child’s birth 
registered 
after 1st 
December 
2003? 

You do not  have Parental 
Responsibility

You have  
Parental 

Responsibility**

What is your Relationship 
to the Child?*

Have you a parental 
responsibility agreement 
with the child’s mother? 

Have you been appointed 
as a Legal Guardian by the 
Court?

Have you obtained a 
Parental Responsibility order 
from the court?

Step parent OR 
Civil  Partner to 
child’s parent

Adoptive 
Parent

No

No No Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

No

*The above flowchart does not give details of Parental Responsibility rights for carers. Information on this can be found at the following page: http://www.ukdp.co.uk/parental-
responsibility-england-and-wales/#carers

**This is provided that you have not lost Parental Responsibility. More information on this can be found at the following page: http://www.ukdp.co.uk/parental-responsibility-england-and-
wales/#lost-parental-responsibility
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